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June the Month Dedicated to the 
Sacred Heart of Jesus  

Our June gathering will be June 19th 
at 1:00 in the Parish Center.  
Council Meeting: Our next Council 
meeting will be on Saturday, July 6th 
at 6:30 p.m. in the Parish Center.  

June Gospel Sharing: Jean 
Gallegos will lead. 
 

June Ongoing Formation: Read chapter 9 in “To Live 
as Francis Lived.”. Kyle will lead. Bring your little red 
rule book and be prepared to discuss. 
 

Schedules May Be Subject to Change 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Saint of the Month St. Albert Chmielowski  

Born in Igolomia near Kraków 
as the eldest of four children 
in a wealthy family, he was 
christened Adam. During the 
1864 revolt against Czar 
Alexander III, Adam’s wounds 
forced the amputation of his 
left leg. 

His great talent for painting 
led to studies in Warsaw, Munich, and Paris. Adam 
returned to Kraków and became a Secular 
Franciscan. In 1888, when he founded the Brothers 
of the Third Order of Saint Francis, Servants to the 
Poor, he took the name Albert. They worked 
primarily with the homeless, depending completely 
on alms while serving the needy regardless of age, 
religion, or politics. A community of Albertine 
sisters was established later. Pope John Paul II 
beatified Albert in 1983 and canonized him six 
years later.  

Reflecting on his own priestly vocation, Pope John 
Paul II wrote in 1996 that Brother Albert had played 
a role in its formation “because I found in him a real 
spiritual support and example in leaving behind the 
world of art, literature, and the theater, and in 
making the radical choice of a vocation to the 
priesthood” (Gift and Mystery: On the Fiftieth 
Anniversary of My Priestly Ordination). As a young 
priest, Karol Wojtyla repaid his debt of gratitude by 
writing The Brother of Our God, a play about 
Brother Albert’s life. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Axios ~ He is Worthy 
Submitted by Nick Modelski, ofs 

“Axios!” It is a Greek word which means “He 
is worthy!” Every ordination in the 
Ukrainian Catholic Church (to which my 
family and I belong), from reader on up to 
bishop, includes the proclamation, “Axios!” 
First sung by the ordaining bishop, and then 
repeated by the clergy and faithful gathered 
for the occasion, it is a reminder that the 
vocation of the ordained must be confirmed 
by his bishop and his Church. 
Hearing my bishop sing “Axios!” at my 
recent ordination to the Minor Order of 
Reader, and hearing our parish choir and 
congregation repeat it, made me realize just 
how unworthy I am though. Sure, I have 
taken classes, tried to grow spiritually, gone 
on retreats, etc., but I am still an unworthy 
(albeit sometimes repentant) sinner. 
 
I remembered the many times in my life I felt 
similarly profoundly and utterly unworthy: 
when I married my beautiful wife, when she 
gave birth to each of our four beautiful 
children, and when I made my Profession in 
the Secular Franciscan Order. I could never 
be worthy of any of these graces from God, 
 and that is the point. None of us can 
“deserve” or “earn” any of God’s great 
blessings. Rather, we can choose to respond 
fully to His call, do our part to work to build 
up the Kingdom of Heaven, and have 
confidence that He will supply what is 
lacking. 
 
The example of Our Holy Father St. Francis 
has always greatly inspired me in this 
regard. He had no idea how to live as a 
hermit, or repair stonework, or found three 
religious orders, or any of the many other 
amazing things he was able to accomplish in 
his short life. Still, he had faith enough to 
know that God would not call him to 
something without supplying the grace 
necessary to do it. In fact, it was St. Francis’ 
profound understanding of his own 
unworthiness and total reliance on God's 
blessings that enabled him to be the great 
saint he was. 

 

 
On Saturday, May 28, 2022, the servant of God 
Joseph Teofil Emilian Modelski received the Holy 
Mysteries of Baptism, Chrismation (a.k.a. 
Confirmation), and Holy Eucharist at St. 
Constantine Ukrainian Catholic Church in 
Minneapolis." 

 
 

 
 

 "On Sunday, May 
15, 2022, Nick 
Modelski, OFS, was 
blessed as a candle-
bearer, tonsured as a 
cleric, and ordained 
as a reader by Bishop 
Benedict 
(Aleksiychuk) for 
service at St. 
Constantine 

Ukrainian Catholic Church in Minneapolis. This is the first of the 
minor orders in the Ukrainian Catholic Church, and the first 
formal step on Nick's road to the diaconate." 



From Puddles to Rainfall  
Bonnie Johnson, sfo,  

 
Waiting for my food to arrive, I was enjoying the relief 
from the heat, while watching a young sparrow with its 
beak open, parched with thirst.  My heart went out to 
that tiny creature as it drank just one sip from the 
drainpipe outside the restaurant, but I thought it odd 
that it would take just one sip of much needed 
nourishment. It made me think of Fr. Klein’s homily last 
Sunday.  He talked about the difference between a 
puddle of water and rainfall.  While a puddle of water 
is good in that it will be provide water for birds, dogs, 
and little kids to splash in…a rainfall nourishes far 
more than a puddle.  It is not until the puddle 
evaporates and is lifted up into the sky that it can be 
converted into a rainfall.  (Sounds like what should be 
happening to us as Franciscans, doesn’t it? Do we 
ever limit ourselves to just one sip?)   

Before his Ascension, Jesus said he would not leave 
us as orphans; He would give us an Advocate to be 
with us always.  For each of us God has a plan, and 
Jesus knew we would need that Advocate to lead us.  
Yet, it is up to us to discern His will and to surrender 
to it.  For that we need to spend time with God in prayer 
and silence or we may never hear or recognize his call. 
Francis thought life for him was knighthood… until he 
prayed.  Even then he misunderstood God’s message 
at first, but the Holy Spirit did not give up as He knew 
Francis’ heart.   

 Those of us who are professed have begun the 
journey that will take a lifetime. All of us know that God 
has a plan for us, that He will use us but never destroy 
us and that He will always give us what we need to do 
His will.  He simply asks us to put our hand in His and 
let Him lead the way.   He knows where the potholes 
are and what lurks in them.  He also knows where the 
puddles are and when the rainfall will come. 

Let us all continue to strive not only to quench our thirst 
daily but to also be a rainfall, to nourish others 
spiritually and physically just as Francis and Clare did, 
(whether young sparrows, beautiful songbirds, or 
noisy old crows, we are all God’s children).  When that 
day comes that God tells us what His purpose for us 
was, we pray He will add “Well done my faithful friend.”      

Items on this page are from June 2011 and 2012 Prism 
 
 
 
 

Joys of a Secular Franciscan 

 
ÿ Etching the Commandments of God and the precepts of Holy 

Mother the Church in their hearts and living them daily. 
ÿ Participating joyfully the monthly meetings with their Fraternal 

family. 
ÿ Praying the Liturgy or the Hours devoutly gleaning God’s 

message for them each day. 
ÿ Faithfully wearing their Tau cross as an outward declaration of 

their desire to imitate Christ. 
ÿ To reverently say Grace before and after meals regardless of 

whom they are with and where they are at. 
ÿ Humbly examining their conscience each night asking God to 

help them see their weaknesses and overcome them with His 
help. 

ÿ Faithfully meeting their Savior at daily Mass, as often as 
possible. 

ÿ Generously supporting their Fraternity through donations to the 
common fund. 

ÿ Joyfully giving good example, avoiding disputes, and ministering 
to the needs of others, especially the disenfranchised and the 
poor. 

 
 

Rule 19 of the SFO 
Mindful that they are bearers of peace which 
must be built up unceasingly, they should seek out 
ways of unity and fraternal harmony through 
dialogue, trusting in the presence of the divine 
seed in everyone and in the transforming power 
of love and pardon.  
 

Messengers of perfect joy in every circumstance, 
they should strive to bring joy and hope to 
others 
 

 

Beloved, I pray that you 
may prosper in all things 
and be in health, just as 
your soul prospers. 3 
John 1:2 


